
Letter From the Chair   

 

Lake Levels 

 

We have been continuing to work on the issue of lake levels.  The district filed a petition with the 

Department of Natural Resource to ask that the level order for Buffalo Lake be modified in two areas, 

the first request was to change the date from May 20th to April first for the water level to be raised to 

the summer level and the second request was for the summer level to be raised from the current 8.5 

feet maximum to a new maximum of 8.8 feet. 

 

We have received information that the DNR is starting the process of an internal review to look at the 

lake and surrounding area.  This could include many areas such as the fisheries, lake habitat, shorelines, 

sensitive areas and others.   Once this initial review is completed, a determination will be made of what 

specific areas or concerns will require evaluation.  Once determined, the question of who will be 

required to have these studies performed.  As the petitioner, the district may be required to have some 

or all of the studies performed by professionals in their fields.  The estimated time for this phase is 

anticipated to be between 3 to 5 years.   The board is working with legal counsel to try to speed up the 

process.  Legal counsel is contacting the DNR to see if they have developed a time line for the process, 

and after we have received that information, we will review our options.  The next phase would be for 

the DNR to review all the required studies.   

 

Currently, the contacts for the district are myself and our attorney Mr. William O’Conner and for the 

Department of Natural Resources are Mr. Jeff Shure and their staff attorney. 

 

During the August 14th meeting there was a motion made and passed by the board to file a temporary 

restraining order on the 1976 order dealing with the water level and dates for when the dam is adjusted 

for water level while the petition from the district is being examined.  On September 4th a meeting was 

held where the motion from August 14th was then rescinded.  This action was based on advice of legal 

counsel.  In order to file such an order, a law suit would need to be filed and that costs could be very 

high. 

 

As things progress, I will continue to put out information letters to the Members. 

 

District Annual Meeting 

The district’s annual meeting will be held on October 9th 2021.  The location will be the Marquette 

County Service Center at 480 Underwood Ave. Montello, WI.   Registration will be begin at 8:30 am and 

the meeting will start at 9:00 am.  You will be receiving the annual newsletter with the agenda and other 

items soon in the mail. 

 

 

 

 


